
 

 

July 24, 2020 

UPDATE TO THE WLHS CONFERENCE REGARDING SCHOOL OPENING 
 

Dear partners in the Wisconsin Lutheran High School (WLHS) Conference, 

Thank you for your prayers and encouragement in a challenging time.  As the conference’s president, I 
would like to briefly update you.  

On Friday, July 17, the Milwaukee Health Department – without any consultation or input from 
schools—stated that “As long as we remain in Phase 4, schools are not permitted to hold in person 
sessions.” WLHS and other WELS schools in the City on the basis of recommendations and research from 
the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Centers for Disease Control planned to re-open for in-
person classes this fall, with careful attention given to risk mitigation and health guidelines as well as 
options for students who needed to remain at home.    

Last weekend, WLHS requested the help of our conference partners in appealing to our civil leaders to 
give parents the choice for in-person instruction in the City of Milwaukee that other communities in 
Southeastern Wisconsin have.  As our Synod President himself wrote to the Mayor, “we come … not in a 
spirit of defiance or anger, but with sincere respect for you and for those who serve with you in city 
government.  We are more than willing to work cooperatively with the Milwaukee Health Department to 
ensure the safety of our students, teachers, and parents. We are confident that you will recognize that 
our sincere desire is to give the very best to our children...”  Through the prayers, letters, emails, phone 
calls and peaceful marches from the supporters of so many private schools, the Milwaukee Health 
Department changed course and is allowing schools with strong safety plans in place to open for in-
person education. We also want to clarify that the peaceful march on Sunday night driving important 
awareness of the Health Department’s orders was not organized by WLHS, but by teachers on their own. 

On Thursday, July 23, WLHS submitted its detailed plan for reopening with the option between in-
person or virtually supported instruction.  We now await the Health Department’s response.  

In order to allow ample time to navigate the situation better and for our faculty to prepare, we have 
also moved the start of the school year to August 26. More detail and further updates are available at 
wlhs.org/LetUsOpen and will be updated as this fluid situation evolves. 
 
Thank you again for your support, prayers and commitment to the Christ-centered education for our 
children that we believe is best delivered face-to-face.  We are grateful for everyone’s concern. 
 
In Christ’s grace,  

 

Dr. Kenneth Fisher 
President of Wisconsin Lutheran High School 


